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Strengthening
Our Services

CHOICE continued to develop opportunities for creative
expression through our STUDIO art program. Art

instructors hosted the first “Messy Parties”, encouraging
artists to experiment with new, and sometimes messy,
techniques to create art. Quarterly challenges invited
artists to create with a chosen theme in mind, with art

from each challenge showcased with an on-site and
virtual gallery. A few CHOICE artists also had artwork

featured in Courage Kenny’s Art of Possibilities gallery.

SHAPE programming continued to expand, with the
annual Path To Wellness event bringing together

volunteers and participants. Sites met regularly for
Hiking Club, exploring parks around the west metro area.
Our SHAPE instructors also put on our annual Field Day
for our first ever pop-up event for waitlisted individuals
interested in CHOICE services (see page 5 for more info).
CHOICE continued partnerships with Jam Hops, Orange
Theory Fitness, and 9 Round boxing to offer challenging

workouts for our participants.



In 2025 we were excited to launch our 2025–2028 Strategic Plan, a roadmap that builds
on our mission, vision, and values while charting a bold and thoughtful path for the

future. The plan was developed through months of collaboration and shaped by
community input, and reflects our collective commitment to expanding inclusive

opportunities and empowering people to thrive. 

Our plan centers around four strategic pillars:

Enhancing
opportunities,
supports, and

outcomes for the
individuals we serve.
Ensuring their voices,

experiences and
aspirations shape every
aspect of our programs.

Fostering a supportive,
inclusive, and growth-

oriented workplace that
cares for the people

who make our mission
possible.

Pursuing intentional
growth that is both bold
and grounded, building

on our strengths,
expertise and trusted

community
partnerships.

Deepening our impact
with renewed strength

in governance,
operations and systems
foundations. Strength

at our core allows us to
sustain our impact,
scale, and lead with

excellence.

While not formally part of the new strategic plan, our recent program expansion in Eden
Prairie reflects the same commitment to thoughtful, intentional growth. In 2025, we

welcomed nine new participants to CHOICE, significantly increasing our capacity as we
continue to welcome additional participants in 2026. This growth aligns closely with our

long-term vision for sustainable, values-driven expansion. 
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Employment &
Community Partnerships

Volunteering at Arc’s Value Villa
ge

Enclave at Circle K Three Rivers Parks 

CHOICE is honored to recognize the employer and volunteer partners who create meaningful
opportunities for the people we support. In 2025, we strengthened long-standing relationships

and expanded community partnerships that provide valuable employment and volunteer
experiences. 

CHOICE enclaves returned to JEM Tech for assembly projects, while partnerships with Chick-fil-
A, Grace Church, and McDonald’s continued to provide consistent employment opportunities.

Partnerships with Circle K and Three Rivers Park District further increased opportunities for
participants to build skills and gain valuable work experience. 

Volunteer partnerships also grew with organizations such as Bridging, My Very Own Bed,
Interfaith Outreach, the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, AbleLight Thrift Shop, Feed My
Starving Children, PROP Food Shelf, Presbyterian Homes, and Animal Humane Society. As

CHOICE expanded services in Eden Prairie, these partnerships became even more important for
creating pathways for community engagement, skill development, and personal growth. Across
the organization, participants contributed their time, talents, and energy in meaningful ways—

including volunteers from our Maple Grove site, who donated an average of 40 hours each week
—demonstrating the value of strong community connections and the impact of inclusive

opportunities. 
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